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T HE new President of the 
Royal Academy has none 
of the personal panache 
which endeared (and some¬ 
times dlsendeared) his three 
predecessors to the general 
public- 

Mr. Charles Wheeler would 
be recognisable as an artist in 
any company; for his flat, 
broad-brimmed black hat and 
custom-built suit with tweed- 
covered buttons are just such 
as du Maurler himself might 
have designed. But there is 
little of the Bohemian about 
him. “Pair, kind, quiet, gentle, 
precise, deeply conscientious” 
are some of the words his col- 
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leagues use of him, and 
although he claims not to be 
quite teetotal (“ I always drink 
toasts in port") there is noth¬ 
ing of the pothouse hero in'his 
nature. 

With his Victorian good looks 
(well caught in the drawing by 
Mr. Delmar Banner which I 
reproduce here) and unostenta¬ 
tious courtesy he is likely to do 
a good deal for the Academy’s 
fair name. He may also do 
something to further the belief, 
which has lately gained much 
ground, that it is in sculpture, 


and not in painting, that 
English portraiture is now 
strongest. 

Who Stays Home? 

CINCE the Suez crisis, and 
particularly since petrol 
rationing was announced, there 
has been a greatly increased 
Interest in emigration to the 
Commonweaith. 

At South Africa House,, tele¬ 
phone and personal inquiries 
have risen by 30 per cent., and 
New Zealand House has been 
snowed under with letters^ 
telephone calls and personal 
visits. Australia House has had 
more than 5,000 applications 
and inquiries since the end of 
November, and, when details 
of petrol rationing were 
announced, personal inquiries 
leapt from 128 to 270 and then 
387 in cbnsecutive dqys. 

Rhodesia House has much 
the same story to tell. 

Canada’s Prise 

Canada House his missed 
the deluge and thinks the onset 
of the Canadian winter may be 
the reason. But, in the same 
period, it has been arrang¬ 
ing for the influx of 10.000 
Hungarian refugees. 

Mr. John Plckersglll, Minister 
of Citizenship and Immlgra- . 
tion, left London yesterday for 
Canada after a whirlwind trip 
round the refugee camps. He 
is immensely Impressed by the 
quality and character of the 
exiles. 

Mr. Plckersglll, a Newfound¬ 
land M.p. who was educated at 
Oxford and Manitoba Universi¬ 
ties, entered Parliament only 
in 1953 but was a Minister 
within a year. 

Shortly he will report to his 
Government a remarkable prize 
—the transfer to Canada of the 
entire School of Forestry, in¬ 


cluding teachers and students, 
from Sopron University. 

Froeliliche Weihnachten! 
F)R. HEINZ-SY, the German 
ornithologist, who has 


swans, developed his own 
bird detergent in co-operation 
with the Dilsseldorf chemical 
firm of Boehme Fettchefnie. 

Reports of the plight, of our 
swans in German- newspapers 
were harrowing, and Dr. Heinz- 
Sy packed his bag, complete 


with detergent and equipment, 
and hurried over to Putney 
before the last birds had been 
Ashed out of the river. 

But he keeps his formula a 
closely guarded secret. The 
staff at Putney could only tell 
me that It looked like washing 


powder, and that the swans 
seemed to enjoy the three 
foam baths the treatment 
demands. 

. Penned in the garden behind 
the R.S.P,C.A. clinic, I saw the 
hundred swans this kindly 
German had helped to save, 
and, before he flew off again on 
Friday, I wished him, on behalf- 
of all bird-lovers, a heartfelt 
happy Christmas. 

Night of Murder 
(1ENERAL NEGUIB, the for- 
^ mer. President of Egypt, 
represents a menace to the 
Nasser regime as long as he 
remains alive, and news has 
Just reached me of an abor¬ 
tive attempt to murder him at 
the start of the Suez Campaign.. 

Negulb had been removed 
from Madame Nahas’s villa at 
el Marg, outside Cairo, to a 
secret hide-out in the Delta, to 
forestall a possible rescue 
attempt by British Commandos. 

One evening an “ askari ” of 
the General’s guard warned 
him “Between two and three 
o’clock tomorrow morning a 
ladder will be placed against 
the wall, under your room. A 
man with a sub-machine gun 
will climb the ladder and fire 
straight through the .window. 
Do not sleep' in that room 
tonight." 


The attempted assassination 
was duly carried out and 
Neguib’s empty bed riddled 
with bullets. 

The next morning the 
General t was walking in the 
garden with his guards. He 
went straight to where the 
gardeners were working, 
gathered them'round him and 
told them the story. 

“ Such,” he told the fellaheen, 
“ are the men who govern 
Egypt today. Men who would 
murder me while I sleep.” He 
turned to the Guard Comman¬ 
der-and shouted “Do it now. 
Shoot me in front of these 
men:” 

The guards did not shoot, but 
who can be sure that General 
Negulb is alive today? 

Read and Burn 
ARMIES’ whereabouts are 
A generally considered top 
secret but, since the facts are 
published to the world in “ The 
Reporter” — that excellent 
American magazine now avail¬ 
able in London—there seems 
no harm in passing the order- 
of-battle of the American Army 
on to my readers. 

American ground troops are 
at present located as follows, 
by divisions: 

Korea. 2 Army; Germany, 5 

Armv: Japan. 1 Armv: Hawatt. 


1 Army; Alaska, 1 Army: United 

States, 11-9 Army. 2 Marine; 

Western Pacific, 1 Marine. 

The .divisions in Germany 
would never be shifted to put 
out a local conflagration and 
“The Reporter" points out 
that the rest of the American 
ground forces are very far 
indeed from the Suez Canal. 

More Secrets 

It is suggested that American 
airborne troops could be called 
upon for a local punitive or 
defence action. The army has 
three divisions, of which the 
101st Airborne consists of 
11,500 men in. five combat 
groups of five companies each. 

It is equipped with self- 
propelled, anti-tank 90 mm. 
guns, and 28-foot " Honest 
John ” solid-fuel rockets which 
carry atomic warheads twenty 
miles. Unfortunately, - this 
single 5,000-ton division would 
require practically the whole 
of the U.S. Air Force Transport 
to lift It. •> 

“ The Reporter ” comments 
that getting the American Fire 
Brigade to a fire would, to say 
the least, be a problem of some 
magnitude." 

Noted. 

Mea Culpum 
“ The curious use by Atticus 

Of the masculine adjective 
maximus 

Makes one wonder whether 
he’d think it rum 

If we started calling him 
Attlcum. 

Pro'Bonus Publico.” 

This is the most polite of the 
Jibes hurled at me since last 
Sunday. 

Edinburgh, 1957 
TVEXT year's eleventh Edin¬ 
burgh Festival Is bedevilled, 
as are many graver enterprises, 
by the deterioration of Anglo- 
Russian relations. The Talbot 
Rices’ exhibition of Byzantine 
art may suffer, in particular, by 
the non-arrival of items from 
Russia and Hungary. 

But in other respects the pro¬ 
grammes for 1957 are well up to 
Festival standard. Readers of 
Stendhal (and of CyriL Con¬ 
nolly’s inspiriting review of his 
“ Rossini," which appears on 
Page 5 today) will relish 
especially the performances of 
Stendhal’s favourite “ Matri- 
monlo Segreto,” which will be 
given by the Plccola Scala com¬ 
pany from Milan. 

Mr. Robert Ponsonby, the 
Festival’s youthful artistic 
administrator, looks forward 
particularly, he tells me, to Dr. 
Klemperer's first concerts In 
Edinburgh, and, for the bal¬ 
letomane. the mannerly Royal 


Swedish Ballet is coming across 
from Stockholm. 

This is rich fare, and there 
will be much more besides. 

Royal Cryptogram 
PRINCESS MARIE LOUISE 
lived Just long enoughs to 
see her memoirs score the 
success which they deserve. 
They were almost as great a 
triumph, it seems to me, for the 
printer’s readers as for the 
authoress, for Princess Marie 
Louise's handwriting set prob¬ 
lems that even the late 
Michael Ventris might have 
been hard put to solve. 

I append a specimen which 
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has come into my hands: 
the notes which the Princess 
made at No. 10, Downing Street 
in reply to the question “ What 
jewels will you wear at the . . . 
Ball ? ” “ Diamond star with 
diamond—” is as far as I can 
get: perhaps some budding 
Champolhon can decipher the 
rest? 

People and Words 

“ America needs a foreign policy 


can understand.’’ 

—Senator Styles Bridges, U.S. 
Senate Armed Services Committee 
" I am unwilling to risk the 
defence of America on the present 


leader In the United States Senate. 

"The Hungarian people are 
teaching the Russians the lesson 
they must learn—that - modem 
government must ultimately rest on 
willing people and that people 
cannot he made willing by tanks." 

—Mr. Aneurin Bevan. M.P. 

" The Russian revolution has 
reached the same stage as the 
French revolution after all lta 
tallng^jiersonallties had been 

—Mr. Peter Ustinov. 


temporary taxes—and the chief of 
these Is Income tax." 

—Mr. Patrick Gordon Walker, M.P. 

“ Since America turned against us. 
the Labour Party has been suffering 
from a conflict of disloyalties.” 




